Living Hope – Equipping Track

A New Mission

“All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.” 2 Corinthians 5:18-19.

God’s Purpose

	Write out 2 Corinthians 5:20  
	     

	     

	     


Having been saved and brought into a relationship with God ourselves, he now has a purpose and mission for us. No longer are our lives without meaning and purpose, but God has called us to share with him in working out his purpose in the world. (See Ephesians 1:11).

We have already seen that each Christian has an important part to play within the ‘body of Christ’ (the church). Our heavenly Father also has a part for each of us to play in his purpose of “reconciling the world to himself”. Every Christian is a witness for the Lord they have come to know, and he desires each of us to bear spiritual fruit, fruit that will last forever; the fruit of lost souls brought into his kingdom. (See John 15:16).

Go and Make Disciples

	Write out Matthew 4:19  
	     

	     


Jesus came into the world to save sinners, to bring lost mankind back to God. Just as God the Father sent God the Son on this mission to earth, so Jesus now sends us to continue that mission (see John 17:18 and 20:21).

Read Matthew 28:18-20.

This passage is often called, ‘the Great Commission’. Here Jesus makes our mission crystal clear. Every Christian is to participate in this mission, to seek to win others to Christ. While Christians have differing roles to play within the church and only a few are called to be evangelists, yet every Christian is required by God to help bring others to know him.

Question: How does the Holy Spirit help us in this mission? (See Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 2:13).

	     

	     


Good Works

	Write out Ephesians 2:10  
	     

	     

	     


Our primary mission and first priority is to seek lost souls for God’s kingdom. Yet, because he loves this world, our Lord also calls us to do ‘good works’. Good works can be anything, but they must be good and they must help others. Please understand that, while we have a part to play in discovering the good works God has for us, they remain always under his control. We discover the good works he desires of us as we submit to him. Any ‘good works’ we do must not prevent us from carrying out our primary mission; God will not contradict himself – good works he calls you to do will help, not hinder, the building of his eternal kingdom. Knowing this helps us avoid getting caught up in and distracted by the latest ‘good cause’. In every situation seek to know and to do his will! See also Galatians 6:10.

Prepared Vessels

Read 2 Timothy 2:20-21.

God uses ‘prepared vessels’. Sometimes the Lord spends a long time preparing a person for the work he eventually wants them to do. Often we must grow by going through experiences – there are no short cuts to spiritual maturity. But let us do everything in our power to know the Lord and his ways and to grow in holiness, that we might become ‘instruments for noble purposes’!

Perseverance

	Write out Hebrews 10:36  
	     

	     

	     


Read Luke 8:4-15.

The ‘parable of the Sower’ contains many great spiritual truths. For now, let us focus on the ‘good soil’. The meaning given by Jesus in verse 15 is clear: “But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.” Let us endeavour to be the ‘good soil’ and may the Lord cause us to yield a spiritual crop, even 100 times more than was sown!

Memory Verse: Matthew 4:19

“’Come, follow me’, Jesus said, ‘and I will make you fishers of men.’”
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